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A Public Case: Jeffrey Dahmer
In 1988, Jeffrey Dahmer, age 28, offered a group of 
teenage boys $50 to take nude photographs of them. Most 
of them said no, but one 13-year-old said yes. He took 
him to a nearby apartment and had him pose on a bed. 
Dahmer took Polaroid photos, fondled the boy’s penis, 
and kissed his stomach. He then offered him an alcoholic 
drink, which was laced with a strong sleep medication. 
The boy was able to find his way out of the apartment and 
go to his home where his parents took him for medical 
care. The 13-year-old boy explained what happened.

The next morning, Dahmer was arrested and charged 
with sexual assault. He was released on bail. Although 

Dahmer later pleaded guilty to sexual assault, he denied any involvement and said 
only that he wanted to take pictures. What no one knew at the time was that over the 
preceding 11 years, Jeffrey Dahmer had sexually assaulted and killed five males aged 
14 to 48. When it was time for the sentencing, the judge did not send Jeffrey Dahmer to 
prison. Rather, Dahmer received probation and was told to stay away from minors. He 
worked during the day but was required to sleep in a jail dormitory at night. This ended 
after 10 months.

In a little more than a year following this, Dahmer sexually assaulted and killed at least 
12 additional men ranging in age from 14 to 33. His way of approaching the men and 
killing them was very similar. He would go to gay bars, bath houses, and other similar 
gathering places. He would invite the men to his apartment and offer them money 
for sex or photographs. Dahmer would drug their drinks, and they would be sexually 
molested and killed. After death, they might be further molested. They were then cut into 
pieces and, in some cases, even cooked and eaten by Dahmer.

In a strange twist of fate, Dahmer’s next victim was actually the younger brother of one 
of his earlier victims whom he had killed. Thinking his victim would be passed out for 
a while from the drugs he had given him, Dahmer went out to get some beer. However, 
the boy escaped during this time. Those in the neighborhood saw the boy naked and 
called the police. When the police arrived, Dahmer had returned. He told the police 
that the boy was actually 19, had been staying with him, and had too much to drink. 
He further told them that they were boyfriends. At the apartment, they found the boy’s 
clothes neatly folded and concluded that he did indeed live there. Thinking it was a 
domestic situation, the police left. Dahmer then strangled the boy.

The killing continued. With the next victim, Dahmer changed his routine. Rather 
than drug the 32-year-old man he had picked out, he handcuffed him and pulled a 
knife on him. At that point, Dahmer showed the man a human skull and told him that 
he too would be staying with him. After some hours, the man was able to punch and 
kick Dahmer and escape. He found a police car and told the officers the story. They 
returned to Dahmer’s apartment with the man. After asking Dahmer if they could look 
around, they began to discover the horrors of Dahmer’s activities. They found body 
parts throughout the apartment but mostly in refrigerators and freezers. There were 
photos of mutilated bodies and the victims posed in sex acts.

Most people believed Jeffrey Dahmer was competent to stand trial 
but differed on whether he should be considered legally sane at the 
time of the crimes.
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